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Twas the week before Christmas. and
all in the house''-but thetheaters were not
altogether so quiet as the placid domicile In
the familiar holiday rhyme. All the houses
did as well as could be expected under the
circumstances. Percy Haswell was wel-
comed back to this city, and broke the rec-

ord by giving two performances of a legit-
imate high-class comedy production daily.
Only a contract and a conscientious player
could bring about so exceptional a proced-
ure. Miss Haswell renewed the admiration
in which she was previously held. A sea-
son for her in this city in the late winter
or spring has been decided on, although the
theater at which she will play has not
been announced. Mr Chase now states that
It is his intention to adhere rigidly to po-
lite vaudeville. Miss Haswcil would be
4luite at home at the Columbia or the La-
fayette. both these theaters being the
scenes of former triumphs.
Vaudeville farce in all its modern mag-

nificence was given at the New National
Theater by the Rogers Brothels. They are
as funny as ever; which is saying much.
Their skit this season is less novel and
sprightly than their previous offerings, do-
ing little more than to introduce the stars.
But the attraction is one of the leaders in
its line and deserved the hearty welcome it
received. Andrew Mack presented one of
the most ambitious Irish comedies offered
in a long time. Tom Moore is a happy
theme for a play, and the idea was prettily
worked out. Mr. Mack has one of thosc
gentle home-made ballad voices which de-
light the populace, even though they cause
technical Inusicians to complain.
The Lafayette was on hand with a stir-

ring melodrama in "An Enemy to the
King." and secured its share of the popu-lar attention which remained loyal to the
theater instead of devoting itself to the bar-
gain counfer.

Chase's Theater is making preparations
for an exceptional season of programs
which It is .suggested will be more or less
In the nature of an atonement for the man-
agement's having strayed from the straight
and narrow path of polite vaudeville. Mr.
Chase employs in conjunction with Mr.
Keith the services abroad of Mr. Felber, an
agent whose route carries him all over*Eu-
rope and whose busineSs it is to obtainaxts for America. He also maintains his
own booking agent. Mr. Burke, in NewYork. and expects to condense the demandfor vaudeville acts in such a manner aswill give audiences the creme de Ia creme.

'Pop,'' said young George Cohan, on his
return from abroad last summer, "I've
brought you a present of a hat, a real
Irish hat, made on the old sod, and I hope
you'll like it."
"That I will, George." replied the elder

Cohan, with tears in his eyes. "I'll bet
it's a good hat, made In Ireland." The hat
was a trifle large for the old gent, so he
turned the sweat-band down to put in some
paper filling.
.Staring him in the face was a neat sfgn."& Co.. Makers. New York." "It'sa long way from home you went to buy aNew York hat," remarked George's father.George looked in amazement and there, sureenough, wbas the makers' name and ad-dress. He then thought of the smooth-tongued Irish salesman who sold him thehat in Dublin, and just what he said cannotbe put in print; but -It's the last hat he willever bring from Irelanz ,

* *-*
Archie H. Rlei, in adiabee of the four

Cohans, left Buffalo Monday night and
should have arrived here early Tuesdaymorning, but owing to the severe snow

-storms his train has been snowbound. On
his arrival at the Columbia he found a tele-
gram from George M. Cohan, requesting
hunm to call him up on the long-distance
telephone, which Mr. Ellis immediately pro-
ceeded to do, thinking, of course, It must
be something very important, realizing that
long-distance telephoning was a very ex-
pensive luxury, and was almost stricken
speechless when he received the message.'-Say, is that you Archie? I had a trunlkfull of Christmas presents sent from NewYork and they are at the Pennsylvaniarailroad station. I wish you would havethem sent to the theater, because there isa charge of 23 cents for every day thetrunk remains there." Mr. Ellis replied:Yes, and this telephone cost me just $3.15and 5fl cents for the telegram. I wonder
you didn't leave the trunk there until Sun-day, when you arrive; it would have costyou less."

Itarry Corson Clarke completes his en-
gagement with the Lafayette stock com-
pany tonight. Mr. Clarke has made manyfriends, who will be glad to hear that he
expects to appear again in this city beforethe season is over at the head of his owncompany in a merry creation, entitled"What Did Tompkins DoT"
Katherine Clinton of the Bellows Stock

Company was taken ill on Monday night,
and it was with difliculty that she con-
cluded her work for that performance,
She was out of the cast for the remainderof the week, but it is hoped that she willbe able to appear next Monday.
The members of Frank Perley's musical

comedy company, which last week was the
attraction at the Columbia Theater, have
been In the city during the present week
enjoying the week-before-Chuistmas holi-
day which is the rule with so many the-
atrical oraniss Manae prey ha
taken advantage et the lay-off to make
two important changes in his compan a
to perfect the newomenrs In their respee-live roles before "The Chaperons" begintheir seas anew at Pard's Theater in
Baltimore next week. Geege W. KTarer,who originally had mneb to do wIth stag-
ing and perfecting the werk of the organ-Iton, esb ovor kern New York at Mr.
Parley's request ad ha beam directing
active rabamlea ine Wa.may- Mr.
Lederer has bets ewsbet. Imp..sine he eme te town ma haa mamaed
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tended. If there is one thing on earth that
stage people as a rule would rather do than
act-it is to see other people act. To do so
not only affords an excellent opportunity
for criticism, as many believe, but it is
also a study, and many valuable points are
often 'secured by the actors in this way
fron. their professional brothers and sis-
ters. Stage people like to see others work.
There is no duobt of it. And they enjoy
the performances, too. In most instances
the "professionals' in front are acquainted
with several people of the performing com-
pany, and those lay members of the thea-
ter-going public vho occasionally have this
privilege know how great it adds to the
general enjoyment of the performance.
With the performance of last Saturday

night Digby Bell, who has been featured as
the If ading comedian of "The Chaperons,"
severed his connection with the company
and will next week go back into vaudeville,
doing his monologue on the Keith circuit.
It is said Digby was not congenially cast
In "The Chaperons." and that consequently
his work was just a bit disappointing. His
name is a good one to draw with on the
vaudeville bills, however, and the combina-
tion of an uncongenial part and the pros-
pect of lucrative weekly returns for a
talking sketch was what took him from the
legitimate line of comle opera and will
plunge him once more into the realm of the
continuous.
His part of Adam Hogg in the Perley

production will be taken by Harry Conor
in Baltimore Monday night for the first
time. Conor is one of the most familiar
figures on the stage. His name is connect-
ed with many amusing and original char-
acters in the Hoyt farces He was last in
Washington as "Pickles," the awfully dis-
agreeable man of "The Girl From Up
There," on which so mach Frohman money
was spent in featuring Edna May, so
cold and careless. Conor has been in
Washington all the past week rehearsing
for the part under the direction of Mr.
Lederer and is said to have it down letter
perfect, aside from being well suited to
the character.
The second change in the company places

Harold Blake in the role of Tom- Schuyler,
which has heretofore been played by Tem-
pier Saxe. The company has been rehears-
ing in the morning at the Columbia Thea-
ter and in tht evening at various down-
town halls which could be secured for the
purpose. Between rehearsals, attending
the performances at other theaters and do-
ing a bit of Christmas shopping, "The
Chaperons" have had quite a, lively week
of it.

* * *
James K. Hackett is thirty-two years old.

He takes rank as the youngest actor-man-
ager-star on the stage. His associates in
the present enterprise include a number of
people who are interesting personally, as
well as professionally.
Jane Oaker, leading lady, is a grand-

daughter of Christian Peper, the millionaire
manufacturer of St. Louis. She made her
debut with Modjeska, and last season
played Hermia in "Midsummer Night's
Dream" -1ith Louis James and Katherine
Kidder.
Victor Mapes, who wrote "Don Caesar's

Return," is a nephew of Mary Mapes
Dodge. He graduated at Columbia Univer-
sity in '91 and spent five years in Paris
studying the methods of the French stage.
Theodore Hamilton, the veteran of the

company, used to be known as the favoire
actor of the confederacy. -Before the war
he was a member of Ford's stock company
in Baltimore and Washington, and he suc-
ceeded the late Frank May* as a star in
"Pudd'nhead Wilson."
William Lamp is the name of a rising

young actor. He leads the soldier.' chorus
in~ "Don Caesar's Return," which is one of
the features of the second act.
Fernando Eliscu. who plays Lazarillo, is

a Bohemian by birth, which accounts for
her odd name. She played Micah Dow, the
Scotch lad, with Maude Adams in "The
Little Minister." and later supported Grace
George in "Her Majesty," makingr quite a
hit.
Richard Dorney, for twenty years busi-

ness representative with the late Augustin
Daly, holds a similar position with Mr.
Hackett, who was once a member of Mr.
Daly's company. It is related that Mr.
Dorney once fined him $10. whereupon
Hackett got even by deducting it from Dor-
ney's first week's salary.
Maude Roosevelt, who plays the Queen of

Spain, is a second cousin of President
Roosevelt, her grandmother and his grand-
father having been twins.
Mr. Hackett is the son of James Henry

Hackett, an ardent American in spite of
the fact that he was equally popular in
London as in New York. He will join
forces in the spring with Mrs. Hackett,known on the stage as Mary Mannering, in
a special Shakespearean production. This
city is in the route.

Armstrong, Baker and Armstrgig are the
three ,professional trick bicycle riders who

startled the New York vaudeville world 're-

cently by their riding on the smallest and
steepest track ever employed on a stage,
upon which they were held only by the cen-
trifugal force reeuling from their speed
around the tea-cup shaped track. They
constitute the attraction known as the
Keith cycle sensation. All of them are
more or less famous, and Baker is remem-
bered here for his daredevil bicycle ride
down the west steps of the Capitol years
ago. He lost the entire control of his
wheel after the third landing was reached,
but was game enough to hold on to the
handle bars until he struck the bottom
with a crash, His bicycle was a total
wreck from the jar. it received after a
jump of nineteen steps, Baker was cut
above one eye, but otherwise uninjured,Mr. Baker has given an interesting desprip-tion of their first efforts to ride on the
track.
"We were entirely at a lou. as to howe

to get started on the steep slatted path
and we did not imagine thaat we could ever
stay on it if we did get going. We were
almost ready to give up in despair afterhours of -unsuccesful, atitempts to get
started and we had figured out if we did
get going .fast and become dissy, and
couldn't get down, It would mean certaIn
death to run over the topis of the pickets,
for the tendency is always to ride higher.
We all hesitated and tried to get up our
courage and finally Doc Armstrong, afterconsilderable persuasion fromt our manager,do~ied to make a final attempt beore giv-
ing up.
"He padded his ruding suit well and did

everything- to prepare fog' the- heavy fall
We all thought- he would surely get. He
started in andi after about three hours ottaking headers ad siding baeke odown
to the center of them treek withoept even
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and hold our right positions and trust to
luck."

There are a number of people in Andrew
Mack's company which concludes a week's
engagement at the Columbia tonight in
whom Washington playgoers have been
variously interested in from time to time.
First among these, perhaps, is Myron
Calice, who Is remembered for the heavy
villainous work he used to do in the stock
company at the Columbia several summers
ago. Mr. Calice has hid quite a villainous
career on the stage, having played the bold.
bad man practically all of the while. In
Mr. Mack's production. of Tom Moore,
however, he steps out of the field of
straight stage badness into the part of the
Prince of Wales and is the gentleman to
the fullest extent.
Theodore Babcock, who plays the part of

the good friend and patron of Tom Moore,
Lord Moira, is best remembered for his
work In that caloric starriig tour arranged
for the Pilar-Morin. "Ma Cousine," the
"play" was called, and In it Mr. Babcoclk
made the most frantic love possible to the
little French woman. The 'venture was
grandly launched forth one dark and turbu-
lent night at the National Theater in this
city. The action of the stormy elements
outside was prophetic. The enterprise soon
went down to oblivion on the rocks of am-
ply justified adverse criticism. It was not
Mr. Babcock's fault that the affair proved
a failure. He played the part assigned to
him with a vivid, fiery realism. He was
strenuous, extremely. When he grasped
Pilar-Morin in his loving embrace there
was a -hock which was felt all over, the
house. It was su'ch a terrific hug that thei
house could not restrain its laughter. The
humor sped to the stage and the principals
In the little scene had to struggle hard tc
suppress the laughs which tried hard tc
get out, as indicated by the smiles which
would not down.
One of the prettiest parts of Tom Moore

is in the first act at the village school in
Dalky, Ireland. A dozen little boys and
girls are shown at school. They are a
likely lot of youngsters and Inake things
exceedingly lively during the time they are
on the stage. The children do their parts
so well and- join so enthusiastically in the
singing and playing of games, that one is
led to believe they are regular members of
the companies and are carried from city
to city with the other principals. As' a
matter of fqct, however, only four children
are carried. These take the leading juven
ile parts and have a number of lines to say.
The others are secured in the cities where
the company plays and are carefully
trained prior to the first performance.* * *'

Harry Clay Blaney was once a farm boy
with no other thought than following the
plough for the remainder of his life -when
an "Uncle Tom's Cabin'' company visited
the town and Inspired him with the yearn-
ing to act. That real histrionic tendencles
were his Is evident from the fact that a
"U. T." show could bring them to -the sur-
face, but, however, Mr. Blaney is author-
ity for the statement.
"Yes, my"father was a farmer and a very

religious man, in consequence of which I
had never seen anything -like a theatrical
performance, not even a circus, until the
advance agent of an "Uncle 'Tch" Itho
came along, and with the customary enter-
prise of such- Individuals began to cover
every available bit of fence in the pia&
with glaring pictures Illustrating Mrs.
Stowe's story. I became very energetic just
about that time and Insisted on helping hir
In 'his work, and my reward was a pass'tc
the performance. My heart did all sorts o
queer things in anticipation of the event,
chiefly so, probably, because I didn't know
just exactly how I was going to get there,
for I knew that my father would never
consent. The eventful night came, and,
just as luck would have It, father and
mother went to visit some of the neighbors
and I stole out to the show. I felt pretty
much as I Imagine David Harum must
have when he 'borrowed' time from his
father and stole away to that wonderful
circus. Aa In David's case, so it was In
mine, that the show proved the turning
point in my life, for from that night I re-
solved to be an actor. I left home with the
company, although they did not promise
that I should play the star part. It jus
happened that the dog-they only had one-
died, and they engaged me to do the bark-
Ing behind the scenes. Now, that does
sound funny, I'll admit, but if you remem-
ber, the a barking of the dogs in 'Uncle
Tom's Cabin' is very essential to the suc-
cess of the play, so I don't feel that I be-
gan so very far. down the ladder after all."

CQIMINGATTRACTIQNS
New Natioaal Tgfeater.

Washington has always been Interested
in the career of James K. Hackett, the
young romantic star who makes his first
appearance as an actor-manager at the
head of his own organization at the Na-
tional during Christmas week. It was In
the early nineties that Mr. Hackett, then
comparatively unknown In New York, ex-
cept for his appearance In A. M. Palmer's
stock company, first came to thq capital,
starring in "The Private Secretary" at the
Academy of Music. He hah gained ex-
perIence and popularity as a stock star in
Montreal, under the management of Arthur
Rehan, and thought the time ripe .for a
little road tour on i21s own account.. The
result was chiefly that he made a very
pleasant Impression on the play-goera of
the south, but did not profit pecuniarily
from the old plays he was presenting.. Ac-
cordingly he accepted an engagement with
Katherine Kidder and created' the -role of
Count de Neipperg in "Mine. Sans Gene,"
which had its.flrst production at the Grand.Mra. Hackett's hit was so emphatic, in 3.ewYork as well as Washington, that he was
isr-mediately in dempnd. fosr heroic juveniles,
and his next engageienit was to play theicount de Charny in "The Quneen's kl'eck-
lace," supporting Mrs. Potte' and KyrieBellew at Daly's. From Dairea he went to
the Layceusa, where he made an lnstanta-neous success as Maurice .Lecaille,. the"gentlemanly anarchist," in "The Home
Secretary," and was chosen by banIelF'rohmani for the role of Rudolph Raisen-
dyll in "The Prisoner of Zencla." Mr. Hack-
ett's success in this play, and its sequel,"Ru~pert of Hensau," is too well known to
require more than passing reference, and
his subsequent success in "The Pride ofJennico" is still fresh In wae public mem-
ory.
In "Don Caes Retnrn," Victor Mapespresents what he terms "a new treatment

of at famous stage character," the samebeing Don Caesar de Basan, the raggedSpanish grandee whom Victor Hugo firstintroduced as'a sort of comedy relief; intehis otherwise somber drama, "Uy Blas."Since that time Don Caesar has been madets.e hero of various romances of his own,principally the D'Ennery drama with his
name as the title, from which the libretteof Wallace's opera "Maritanna" was drawnButt while Mr. Mapes mkes the ro-
mance of Don Caeza and Mta&theprincipal theme of his play, in yhic saofthee esrajarb7connetdwt
utlised. the .etting .. treat..ent in theman are original, snakimar pracrti' a
new play i. In fact, a new setting of
a sm
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laughing pace as- the stars of the latest
musical fEmTc Governor's Son.
GeorgerA. h.n the aUthor of this most
recent inceatidv to mirth, which has been
produced by Manager L. C. Behman.
This family won. the distinction of be-

Ing among the most legitimate and fertile
fun makers of the vaudevilles. even in comi-
petition with the best known recruits froa
the domain of comedy. Now they have a
new medium, which enables them to show
their quality in the matter of sustained
entertaining effort. "The Governor's Son"
is in three acts, and Is a rapid-fire farce
wherein the, fan is produced by natural
methods.
Jerry, the father; Helen, the mother;

Josephine, the daughter; and George M.
Cohan, the son, all have. been given parts
that afford them full swing. But all the op-
portunittes-are--not confined to the family;
there are cther plums in the piece, and in
the big company engaged by Manager Beh-
man are players qualified to pick. them. Tile
best bilty that money could commaliI
has Deen enlisted to gain results in each
department of-the production. Scenically.
the prisentaton is highly elaborate, and
the same can be paid of ,.ostuming, the
electric device' the. furziahe -and all tt e
adjunctsi that go to make a modern play's
equipment comliete. All the musical
numbers were written especially by George
M. Cohan, and each is appropriately intro-
duced.
In addition to the Four Cohans, Impor-

tant parts are assumed by Will H. Sloan,
Martin Keough, Hugh. Mack, M. J. 'Sulli-
van, Peter F. Randall James H. Manning,
Walter W. Stockwell, Alex. D. Archer,
Charles Chase, William Cameron, A. Henry
Scott, Charles Gebest, James Gorman, Wil-
liam Byles, John Kauffman, J. W. Lacey,
J. H. Hoffman, Charles H. -Smith, Ethel
Levey, Josephine Kirkwood, Edith Tyler,
Lola Hoffman, Minnie Salvin, Wilma Gil-
more. Georgie White, Marion Caughrean.
Gertrude Harrington, Elfay White, Marie
Peterman, Ellf West, Aggia Gldea, ROsella
Costigan, Sadie Miner, Bessie Bruno, DaIsY
Thompson, Ida Mantell, Vinie Danvers,
Ada Van Horn, Catherine Fletcher, NeElia
de Colta, Vila Sayne, Georgie Ahiley,
Maud W. Ashburn, Jessie Burns, Hattie
Bernard and Kittle Walker.

Lafayette Square Theater.
The Bellows Stock Company will revive

Steele Mackaye's great domestic drama,
"Hazel Kirke," at the-Lafayette next week.
It will be a striking departure from the plays
of the romantic period Mr.Bellows has lately
been presenting, but its rugged simplicity
and the stralghtforwardnessof its story will
doubtless appeal quite as strongly to the
Lafayette augiences as the more preten-
tious class of $lays produced at this theater
during the patt two weeks. Indeed, "Hazel
Kirke," with its pretty domestic scenes and
its strong appeaal to the deeper emotions, Is
a play to conjure with. Written more than
twenty years ago it made a fortune for its
eccentric author during the first year of Its
production and has since lost none of its
popularity with the vast amusement pub-
lic to whom it appeals.
"Hazel Kirke" was first produced at the

Madison Square Theater, New York. In 1880
and was fir*set- in Washington one year
later. It is a rJarkable example of the
subcese that ma e attained by a domestic
drama if well staged -and acted, for there
Is no other piaywhich has had so. many
performances In ,the ten years after its
original-prd*tAi. Iwing tha past two
years it has been revived by nearly every
permanent stodk company in the dutitry
and has almost "'invariably attracted im-
mensi audiences. Manager Berger is, there-
fore, looking for another big week's busi-
ness at the Lafayette.
The play is particularly -well adapted to

the capabilities of the individual members
of the Bellows organization and will serve
to bring-* f tta. most. accopxpUsb ac-

may be cdhsidered a star part. Mr. Pow-
era Ijas been cast as the stern old miller,
Dunstan Kirke, a role made famous by the
late Charles W. Couldock. Mr. Powers is
not only a finished actor, but he Is a play-wright of no mean ability, his Chinese play
"First Born" ranking as one of the most
unique contributions, to stage literature
given us in recent yees. Miss Laiwrence,
who will assume the title role, is thorough-
ly at home In the part, having played it
frequently since becoming identified with
stock work, while Miss Antoinette Walker
has an Ideal role in the dashidg Dolly Dut-
ton. The following is the complete cast:
Dunston Kirke, Francis T. Powers; Lord
Travers, White Whittlesey; Aaron Rodney,
John T. Sullivan; Pittacus Green, Charles
Wyngate; Met Meggins, Frederic Sullivan;
Barney, Tony Cummings; Hazel Kirke, Lil-
lian Lawrence; Mercy Kirke, Grace Gris-
wold; Dolly Dutton, Antoinette Walker;
Lady Travers, Katherine Clinton; Clara,
Katherine Field.
.There will be matinee performances of"Aasel Kirke" on Christmas and Saturday.

Chase's Theater.
ChrIatmagger,1&at Chase's witne=ges the

return of- p61fle *audeville. Tile bill offers
several names that are distinguished for
uuecemss in te Vaubtifle wiir." In fact
three of the -numbers enjoy separate head-
line distinction, although the exigencles of
their engagement here compel them to ac-
cept equal rating.. These are May Edouin
and Fred Edwards, Prince -Sugimoto's
Royal Japanese troupe, -And the Smedley
Sketch -C!hub- Mls Pdouin and 'Mr. E-
wards are clever .English actors,but Mi-_
2doulnd ir' claim' iupon ~Anierican affec-
tions is that; she is the only daughter of
Wille Edouinpad the late- Aice Athertion,who were the leading rmesphbq pf Me'tSutprise Pagty a score of year. ago. Miss
15douin caune to this country a short time
ago with #e~r father in the original "Floro
dora" omay. She was the leadig co=mnedlemie ~nplayed the -role of AngelaGilfain, watcil 5hi. originated in the old
country. A5he made a fine impression and
won a host bfxadmireit. Physically she re-
semibles her father anore than her mother,
Alice 4therton, og will be remembered
as a tall, statuesue beauty' of formidableproportlous,. With Mr. Edwards she winl
present a new comedy brevity etittled "All
In the Famld' :in which ahedimpersonateefive distinct ch cere which ru the
gamut of eccentricty. For the past week
Miss Edouin and MKS.Edwards have been
the chief novelty at Keith's palatial Boston
theater.
The second of the three exceptional feat-

ures, Prince- -Sugimoto's Roya Japanese
troupe, Is credited with being the best eyerimported from the orient, the hom~e of the
yogi and magician. This is a brilitant ag-
gregation of acrobats; jugglers and emuil-brists, whose work is distinctively ple.ain,not only Zr the rarity of the feats, but
also becau o'Ve griee with which they
are accomnilshed. Such acts by these mild-
mannered -rienitals are always acpeptable,but Sugingdgo'St8bupe 15 represented as be-
ing suero to all other features from themikcado's realm. The meeySketch Club
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ster, tbe third a room in' which a sirt is11chloroformed. and a fourth spartmest for Agmsr* l o p==e== A fre breaks
out, -n throg actIve manneuvering av-
erybody is saved. The stay esludes with
the vindication of the two accused men and
the bringing to justie. of the vilain, who is
cast off by his female accomplice and fnds
himself Jalone in his misery.
The co0mpany which wil present the play

here includes George- Welch. Jefferson Os-
bourne, R. G. Thomas, Will D. Ingram.
Alex. Carr, John H. Mack Frank Carroll.
Walter Damange, George Brooks, F. A.
Peters, Charles Goodrich, Bliythe Terry.
Flora Fairfield and Lmiian Longrmore.

The~Nijow.
A remarkable offering of burlesque and

vaudeville constitutes the program that
Manager Shebeinger of the Bljou Then-
ter has arranged for CbAms= week. Not
content with a new burieque that promises
to be a great success as presented by the I
forty members of the regular stock bur-
lesque company, he has secured the great
Lafayette show, which Is ranked as the
most expensive combination of vaudeville
stars now on tour of the principal vaude- i
ville circuits. Lafayette himself is a well-
known figure in the world of voudeville.and commands a price for his services that
is regarded by managers as the top-notch
figure. Lafayette can always be depended
upon to give his audience something new.
and this year's conception. "Majeste." is
said to be the most sensational aot, that has
yet been brought to a vaudeville house.
His "Majeste, the Lion's Bride," pictures
the interior of a modern circus, Including
all the paraphernalia essential to a well-
conducted menagerie, freaks, brass band.
strong men, gymnasts, &c., and standing
conspicuously In. the center of the tent, a
beautiful red and gold cage containing a
colossal untamed lion, moving from one
end of his massive den to the other. Sud-
denly a young lady appears intent on en-
tering the lion's den. She is arrayed In all
her bridal splendor, for this Is her wedding
morn. The lion, according to the mythical
Cirerman legend, is In love with this beau-
tiful woman, and seemingly realises that
he. the king of beasts, is to lose her forever.
When, after much opposition, she suc-
cecds in reaching her shaggy pet, he, with
all the Intensity of his savage naturA, shows
his jealousy and crushes her- frail body to
the floor of the cage. Attendants and as-
sistants rush frantically to her aid, but it
appears too late, and amid the excitement
the lion slowly raises himself from the.
body of his victim and discloses to view,
not the savage beast, who has In some
mysterious manner disappeared, but the
master conjuror Lafayette.
- Nothing like- this wonderful illusion has
ever appeared in America before, but It
Is one of eight high-class modern specal-
ties Included In the program of tle great
Lafayette show, which comes to the Bljou
for one week, commencing Monday.
It includes, besides the above mentioned

spectacle, the great Lafayette, whose In-
ternational successes*have placed him In
the front rank of popularity as an enter-
tainer. Howard and Bland have in their
playlet, "A Strange Boy," introduced Mr.
Howard's Paris monologue in an effectual
manner. Sharp and Flatt are a well-known
musical duo, whose eccentric comedy and
expert instrumental work has made them
deservedly popular. Roberts Keene, a
young society lady who has deserted the
concert stage for the vaudeville, has amezzo-contrato which she uses to good ad-
vantage. Barry and Halvers, In a comedy
dancing specialty, and Reynard, the ven-
triloquist, complete this organization.
The Bijou management has arranged for

a special ladies' matinee next Friday after- A
isoehm, ft which time there will be no amok-
Ing permitted. This arrangement is made 4
s: that' the women of Washington who care 4
for refined vaudeville may have an oppor- 1
tunity of witnessing the marvelous per- I
formance of the great Lafayette and the 4
members of his company.

Kernan's Lyceum Theater.
The attraction at Kernan's Lyceum I

ChrJstmas "week ~is the comedian, Al
Reeves, with his big, famous company of
burleequers, with new and catchy music,
funny situations and dances, new and mag-
nificent scenery, handsome women, gorge-
ous wardrobe and grand electrical effects.
Mr. Reeves says that the show is laughter
from start to finish. The show is composed
of a chorus of thirty women, who are
shapely and beautiful, and the possessors
of good voices. An amusing satire opens
the performance, entitled "The Reception
of Count O'Fudge." Then follows an ol1o 1
of up-to-date specialties, with such well-
known people as McCabe, Sabine and Mie.
Vera, In an act entitled "The Irish Con-
tractors and the Typewriter;" Hoey and 1
Lee, who style themselves "The Two Real I
Hebrews," comedians and parody singer;
Rossley and Rostelle, In "A Widow's
Courtship;" Cliff Gordon, the German Al- I
derman; Dora penton and company, in- a
troducing beautiful living pictures, and last,
but not least, Al Reeves, the champion
banjoist. The bill concludes with an up- I
to-date burletta, -entitled "A Night at Nar- a
ragansett Pier," Introducing a chorus of
fifty voleds..
The original mnving pictures of the re-tcent Jeffries-Ruhlin fight will be shown as

a special feature and will prove unusually
Interesting to all patrons interested in
sports, as the reproductions are said to he a
the best ever presented, each round being I
clearly and realistically given. The mn-
agement assures- Its patrons that these are
the only accurate pictures of this fight. 2

The Keith Cycle Sensttee..The week the New Year is ushered in
Chase's wll present what Mr. Chase re-
gards as a,polite vaudeville bill that should
be accepted by all Washington as prophetic
of greater things in store for 1902. In fact,
it looks so, good that it would seem as if,
for fear that the following week might auf-
fer, he should hold a few of the niovelties
over till then. Heading it is "The B. F.
Keith Cycle Sensation," which was pro-
duced this week for the first time In New
York, and is credited with being the most
thrillng and remarkable act ever given in
vaudeville. Three men, at the peril,.seem-ingly, of their lives, race on a cup-hed
track, the smallest ever used on a stage, and
having an angle. of eventy degrees, thei
steepest ever employed for such a purpose.
The track is so round that were they not z1
held on by centrifugal force they -would he
thrown off instantly and injured. The
Russell Brothers will be seen for the flrst
time at Chase's in their famous Irish ser'y- I
ant girl act. Wormwood's Monkey CIrcus, I
with ew simians and fresh trMcs wiBiamume 'the juvenie contingent. "The Girl
of -Quality," another of the season's novel-
ties, will make her debut here. Charles~
Wayne and Anna Caldweli will preent the I
amusing enmeatetta, "A Beok Detective"ilaynie Gehreie, formerly one of the Weber
& Fields luminaries,- win cotue her 5
bright specialty. Edward M. vor and
Edith Sinclair, two of thi best known van-devillens, wRi be seen in a timnaesketch.' 5cott and JudgeS will offer the final

.nube -

. 2mmel. WFnsen.. r

Francis Wso~n ended his connection
with "The Sfrollersf' in' Philadelphia last
Tuesaay n t -and on Wandsmisy -bun~
daily reheermis of his pasti NElis & El-
umerman-a preduetio. of the,.t.e -...om
alety jauaial on~aa hi., h"T re

sOr.- which wa as the asttees at the
Natioalu Theater the week be=pimn,
Motiday evoeni. the Wt =losa=t Per t
three weeks prev*is tojast Tuesday M.c
E8sea bad msmineSa Ia New Yofk en day

a n ised in "The StroleaVrs in Phiabi.
phia at nidf
"Is. "The Toener' Mr. Wssa willgy A

the role at emm is a littledessemn,
er "to'r leoset hb d

'uyWddL New York, and which is 0
aM to be full ot thrilling wsn cnerning a
he war between the north ad south. Th
keale of the phy to the' Shenandoah val-
ey and the story deals with the love of aicuthern girl for northern oer. The d
lnpany "Weh wi present the pay is
ended by Wright Huntington, who is- wenU
emembered here througha his apperams
a adeville, and Margaret May, a dever
Lctress who has won much anna in the

ole of the heroine.
CheaV- Cemeo.

For some yearr -the miagnmes of the I
hep Society have been trying to secure a
oetraito who woum In all respects do ftn
unilce to that part of the "Memah." It I
kas been very wel sung Itt Alest times e
oy various artists but the feine- he been
xpressed that the greatest atisfactien
would not be given to the adeance until
be part was song by a contralto possmw=-
nsuaml depth of tone and richness in qual-
ty of voice.
Aiming to Improve the performances each bt'ear. the society this season determined to zlecure the best possible singer for the part,Led after very careful investigation de-
ermined that Madame Josephine Jacoby of t
few York. who stands at the bead of the I
lot of concert contraltos in this country. e
whs best fitted for it. She was accordingly I
mgaged at an unusual expense and wil N
ling with the society on the 27th. ime.Facoby has had the distinguished honor ofulnging with the Philharmonic Society in
lew York. whose soloists, it singers, areaually selected from the leading operatic
Lrtlsts. Her more recent appearances in
'hicago as Delilah in Saint-Saens' "amman
Lnd Delilah." aroused the greatest enthu-
lasm In that city. The critics were par-
Icularly impressed with the richness of her
roice and with the dramatic intensity with
which the work was sustained. It is:ought that she will contribute in no
slight degree to the completeness of the
:oming concert.

Rme. NordIea's ReeltaL
For Mme. Lillian Nordica's present trans- I

rontinental tour, arranged by her manager. c
Wfr. Loudon C. Chariton of New York. the I

programs extend over a wider range of
rocal requirements than If the great prima
lonna should sing an evening of opera. In
-ecital Mme. Nordica covers almost the en- c

ire scope of vocal possibility. There is an
iria from some one of the grand operas

iere. an oratorio there, a bit of romansa
4lsewhere, some simple ballads. perhaps a
rlimpee of folksong, and beautiful conceits
)Y composers of every rank and country.
ill on the one program. In no other way Isould an audience possibly hear Nordica's t
xtraordinry gifts as an artist put to so f
rying or triumphant a test. Her powers ;ire thus drawn upon In most exacting and mnrillant manner for proof, and, It need not a
)e added, that proof is invariably given
with tremendous force. The tour includes
me hundred recitals. Jn every part of the wrountry. Nordica will be heard here on E
ruesday, December 31, at the National c[heater.

"Foxy ftaller."
The Klaw & Erlanger Opera ,Company.
me of the largest and most important mu-

mical organizations in America, with Je-
:ome Sykes. a cast of more than usual f
alent, and a special augmented orchestra, t
mnder the direction of Big. A. DeNovei*s,
will appear at the Columbia next week in
[4 Koven and Smith's "Foxy Quiler."
'his musical work is one of the most re- 9
narkable hits which the Washington stage
ias seen for several years, this being its
hird engagement in this city. Klaw & MEirlanger introduced the daring exReriment X
I taking the character of "Foxy Quiler"iut of "The Highwayman." in which Mr.hykes achieved such wonderful success t
ame years ago, and placing it in an en- 0
trely new opera, with new characters and f
iurroundings. "Foxy Quiler" is not a se- I
luel to "The Highwayman," but an en- t
Irely new and original work. Assisting
dr. Sykes are Miss Eleanor Kent, Miss
;race Cameron, Miss Lillian Seville, Miss 11
almira Forrest, Miss Marian Bent, Miss i
darle Christie, Mr. Julius Steger, Mr. Iadolph Zink. the Lilliputtan comedian; t
dr. Harry McDonough, Mr. Arthur T. 2
Sarnest, Mr. Louis Cassavant and others. '
Qaw & Erlanger have provided a series of c
nagnificent stage pictures for "Foxyuiller," and, it may be added, there arenore than four hundred splendid costumes c

rorn during the progress of the opera. n

liere will be a special matinee New Year '
lay, and the sale of seats will open Thurs- L
Lay, December 21..

b

AaIDE soi

Alfred Klein. the little comedian. Is so il
hat he may never return to the stage P

Eugene Cowles bids good-bye to vande- r
11le this week and will sanlmmediay for
luropa.
Gertrude Elliott-Robertson has scored a
ig hit in the London production of *Misstd Men."

Kathryn Osterman has closed her Vaudle-
ile sass=n And wil not appear again fer
everal months.

It Is estimated that more than a hundred ;
heatrical companies have been resting dur-
ag the past week. E

bGeorge Broadhurat has signed an agree-
ment with Jacob Lltt to write a new piay~
or Willie Coller.

Scribner's Big Show has ctosed its season.lat Wills and -Ezra Kenaln were the head-
iners of the organisation.

Gilbert Parker has dispose of the dse it*leense to play his "The Right' of Way" i

ie will make his own dramatusm..
Leo Ditrichstemn at te clam of this ma U
on's tour of "Are You a Mason" win star
a a new play by himself, entitled "A Dan
erous Mission."

The latest musicalcomedy is entlild vMile, Sans Souci," and is controUed by a
hlfred Aarona. It will take the -oad by the -g
atter part of January.-
Lou Middleton, one of the "giggling girns"
i the "Liberty Benies," was scolded fereuaghing at Stage Manager Gresham and
ett the company.

Fey Templeton is playing her last season
with Weber & Fields, but her piasfr~est season have not as yet assmemadeg4.-

Ite form. i

Henry Dixey wil m=are his appearancein

'audeville in London before he reurs

ome, appearing on the stage ofth bg:mpire music hail. -

Charles Pidgin's "Quincy Aam Sawyer" "I

as been dra-mti-e by Justin Adese et
loston and a strong sommany is being or-

anie to produce it.
Mabel Boutenm, who was to have sp h

erted Jarbeau in "aep," hasjot
ome out of a New York hoptlafter a
Ig weeks' tussle with psuemomta. ti

Mason Mitchean hpms given up the Idea- tfi

oir' into the goverument and- bas 1'

*iined Bt*iach Walsh In and waB e

.main with her- lere halance of the sea-

The latest msusical commedy, *The EM- h

isrnm** witR shortly be presented in s-. ta
in with Rihad Carte and Ruth White in th

lae pilnelral roles. It is said that It ie,.

uired SO0 to mount the piece. ' d4

There was a rumoe clrcuattng' i Lee- U

en last week that Pl1 May, the wdl- di

mow. artist em the~teh is using en Al

eisIna. play whic has beayweitten fer him,
Wagenhas a Keawr wil te an dsa-

rate pesntem ot 'The Cae r.O

seer neuino..i Louis Jams ohln

I the dames; bet t is mains si
a- mit yiet been alepogc

's ett- t~as a -er
Nairmaet the mi~ ef U

ea to a eteh eatitled 6a1b Smtt, Dram-
Ner."

Arrangements have been completed
rhereby William Gillette will play In Lon-
as until the last of May. then a trip to
lermany follows. and the popular actor
fill not return to this country until next
levember.

Daniel Protuman has loaned to Sir Henry
rEing the servico of Bertha Galland's
makdng man. Barry B. Stanford. to play,aest In Load.. neat spring. Miss Loftu1
i to be the Marguerite and Sir Henry the
ephto.

Margaret Sehaefer and Annie Kennedy of
he Viola Allen company had a narrow es-
SMp from death last Tuesday in a hotel fire
t Wtede, Ohio. Both ladies were reecued
a their igt elotheM their entire ward-
obe being destroyed
Racouraged by the success of "Lowers'
uane," Clyde Fitck is to write another
ural play. He will be paid over 80.0I1)
his year in royalties for *Lover Lane."
y Win. A. Brady. who has three com-
anies presenting the play.
Klaw and Erlanger have decided to mak
he children employed in "The Sleeping
leauty and the Beast' happy on Christmas
ve. After the performance the cryptnl
alace Will be turned into a great Christ-mas tree and many toys will be distributed.
Nella Bergen (Mrs. De Wolfe Hopper) will
hortly make her appearance In vaudeville.
plining at one of the Proctor houses in
Uew York. Miss Bergen has not been
een on the stage for the past two seasons.
,uZ her voice is now said to be at Its best.

Mary Johnson's latest work. "Audrey.'rhicb has not yet appeared in print. has
.Iready been captured for stage purposes
y the Liebler company. If prestnt ar-
angements are carried out Viola Allen v-ill
p4ear in "Audrey" before the present s4 a-
on closes.

The cold contracted by Mrs. Langtry .tur-
nig the recent fogs in London result 'd intr total loss of voice, and she had toancel the balance of her tour with "A
toyal Necklace." She will not app*ar
gain until next month at her own tht at*r
n London.

"The King Can Do No Wrong" is the title
f a new comedy. written by Albert Cher-
ller and Tom Gallon, which will be saort-
v presented in London. It i of conten-
oraneous interest and is in three acts. we-
'urring on Christmas day. New Year daynd May day.
Frank Daniels and "Miss Simplicity" ran
mto the snow storm last Sunday night in
he Allegheny mountains. going from Buf-sia to Philadelphla, and as a result the}uaker city was not reached until Tuesday-
orning, the profitable Monday night's
pening being missed.
The coming struggle in the dramatic
rorld will be between two versions of
cribe's "Les Doights de Fee.' Sydney
rundy's "Frocks and Frills." and Edward
:. Rose's "Lady Margaret." respectively,nder the management of Charles Frohmanad Amelia Bingham.
May Irwin was paid SW weekly bonuso stay out of the New York BUou so that
)ave Warfteld could continue his success-
ul run in "The Auctioneer." This con-inued for several weeks. when Miss Irwinlemanded S700. This was too much. andfr. Warfield had to get out.

Julia Marlowe is to open her season nextleptember with "Electra.z' It has pro-uced something of a sensation in Spainnd South America on account of its anti-
lerical theme. but when presented by Mise
farlowe almost all the entire objectionablearts will have been eliminated.
Klaw and Erlanger's stupendous produc-Ion of General Lew Wallace's religious ru-
mance. "Ben Hur." is making a wonder-
ul record of receipts at the Alvin Theater,
ittsburg. The success in New York. Bog-
an aid Philadelphia Is being repeated.
"The Still Alarm" continues to draw bigouses on the Proctor circuit. and the fact
irecalled that Julia Arthur. Virging[arned and Henrietta Crownan at different

lines played the leading role of Elinore.
o nany ladies have proved successesluce leading "The Still Alarm" that it is
onsidered a lucky piece.
Liebler & Co. have been offered and ac-
apted a guarantee of $.000 for one mat-
se given by Mrs. Patrick Campbell in Mil-!aukee, which will be given during the
Ldy's Chicago engagement. A special tren
fguaranteed speed will carry the companyetween the two cities and not interfere
ith the night's performance.
"The Messenger Boy." with James T.
owers In the title role. has been a big New
'ork success, but early bookings will com-
el the pleas to go outside the big city for
t least three weeks. visiting SEooklyn and
lewark. It is expected that the piece will
eturn to New York about the first of Feb-sary and finish the season there.
Edwin Fey has a acting the part ofmanny man In la under tryinglertaesm during the past week. HistWe boy Is criia.l.y III with typhoid fevera New York, and the tother has been Max-
kg daily trips to the bedel of his fa-
ortts, returning each evening in time to
mume his rote Is '1 Strners."
It Is expect that a brIsesque cempamr
atterned after Weber & Fields' wile a
armanent Boston attraction, conmencing
ext season. -Rlghts to use the "W. & N."
urlesques have been secured, and Peter
alaley, Pauline Hall and Robert Hilliard
ave been mentioned for prominent roles.
outs Do Lange wil -have charge of the

Senatoer Reynolds of Brooklyn is reported
a he negotiating for the lease of the Gar-
ok Theater, Nea York, and if successful
is espected .that he will turn It into a
ume fler eomde opeaproductions. Mr.eynolds is said to hve approached Lillianussell with a view to securigher as aarmnanent attraction at the huse, but
uthing de~Sdte was artived at.
If more actor-mnanagere pursued Tim
urphy's prompt tactics, play piracy would
inish. The amiable comedian discovered
repertoire mnagnter had stolen his newaccess, "A Capitol Comnedy," and was
lvertising it under that title. He Srut se-nred as injunction against the ure of the

ay or title, "A Capital Connedy,'' and
ien seured WIG in a muit for amages,
hich he sent to a charity.
The New Yerk Clippe' hs authority foristat-eemnt that moare than one hundred

inspanies, great and =sma. mostly the
tter, have returned to New York during

a past three months. That means a thou-

ind or mnore theatrieal people out of workc
oust of these unfortunates, good, had andieremt, have had to resort to alt man-
Ir of expedients to get back to Bread-

ay and the Bowery, while any are

minaed in towns where they cleed.

A special dispetcha from London says that

is ting-peading suit for the poesession of

mly* Thr he. been dede by the

muss ef-oe e favor et-the Daly estate,

hich psitmmedinatsely by the decision
the ett af PI0hIS as joint pets of

'e "Da '21" perternaoe.n h Daly

aims ar asse to regain passso of the

meate. in asordanne with s' twenty-Ave-

mer esatrat ade with George Mers.

~e weeeise, by the ile A l)ainair

magma Wwssand iMasper. whets.

thpeatha eswdametieine he rensat yeamutwe do. mara to maintman a pesadarteres is the ease plays theeghs

5 esuutry, are making aetive pregiaratiem
e a naeveand spectacadar semic pro-

naton of "The Comedy of Erro." InI~tisa ts this gedni these mmxr
in contiUe to diseet tfee tour's of -a.

-Maimek . Loa Jam and Mr.
rthu Byron.-
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